


Showcase 

• Welcome - Bruce Gordon, WASH Coordinator, WHO 

• Overview Presentation - Kate Medlicott, Team Leader, WHO

• Panel discussion moderated by Yael Velleman, WHO 

o Peter Hawkins, expert consultant 
o Jan-Willem Rosenboom, BMGF 
o Antoinette Kome, SNV 
o Bruce Gordon, WHO 
o Robert Chambers, IDS

• Distribution of copies of Guidelines to the audience

• Q&A 

• Next Steps and Closing





Guidelines structure

Introduction

Recommendations 

Implementation

Technical 
resources

Chapter 1:  Introduction (scope, objectives, 
audience

Chapter 2:  Recommendations 
(and good practice)

Chapter 3: Safe sanitation systems
Chapter 4: Enabling safe sanitation service

delivery
Chapter 5: Sanitation behaviour change

Chapter 6:  Excreta related pathogens
Chapter 7:  Methods
Chapter 8:  Evidence on sanitation interventions
Chapter 9:  Research needs
Annex I:      Sanitation system factsheets



Scoping of the document 

Setting up guidelines development group 
and external review group

Disclosure and management of secondary 
interests

Formulation of questions (PICO) and choice 
of the relevant outcomes

Evidence retrieval, assessment and 
synthesis (systematic reviews)

GRADE evidence profiles

Formulation of recommendations (GRADE)
Including explicit consideration of:

Dissemination, implementation 
(adaptation)

Evaluation of impact

Plan for updating

Approval of
guideline 

development 
proposal

Approval final 
guidelines

Guidelines development process



Introduction, scope and objectives



Objectives

 Maximise the health impacts of sanitation 
interventions

 Articulate the role of health sector in sanitation

Audiences

 Health and non-health actors involved in sanitation

 National and international organizations responsible 
for developing policies, standards or guidelines, and 
programmes on sanitation





Recommendations and 
good practice actions 



1. Universal access and use of toilets that safely 
contain excreta

2. Universal access to safe systems along the entire 
sanitation service chain

3. Sanitation as part of local services

4. Health sector role in safe sanitation to protect 
public health 



Implementation guidance



What does safe mean?

Definitions for 
safe 
management

 Design & 
construction

 O&M
 Incremental 

measures



Monitoring definitions vs Normative definitions

 Normative 
definitions provide 
more detail to guide 
implementation 

 Aligned with 
measurable 
definitions in SDG 
monitoring



Guidance covers: 

 Policy & planning
 Legislation, regulations, standards, guidelines
 Roles and responsibilities
 Role of health authorities
 Delivering sanitation at the local level
 Developing sanitation services and business models
 Fostering the sanitation services market
 Management of special risks (emergencies, outbreaks, HCF)



Covers: 
 Sanitation behaviours and 

determinants
 Approaches & intervention design
 Institutional responsibilities
 Monitoring & learning



Technical resources



Covers: 

 An updated 

F-diagram

 Sanitation 

related 

pathogens 

 Treatment 

and control

 Focus on 

emerging 

Antimicrobial 

resistance





Brief overview: 

 Limited increase in coverage and use leads to limited impact on 

transmission 

 Evidence of a protective effect of sanitation on infectious diseases and 

nutrition.

 Evidence of association with wider health outcomes, including cognitive 

development, personal wellbeing, especially among women and girls.

 Strength of the evidence is generally low, though this may is due in part 

to limited studies and is common for environmental interventions. 

 Significant gaps remain in epidemiological,  implementation and other 

areas of sanitation research.



 Strategies for encouraging governments to prioritize, encourage and monitor

 Improving coverage and securing correct, consistent, sustained use

 Estimating health impacts from sanitation interventions

 Methods for assessing presence of and exposure to sanitation-related 

pathogens in the environment

 Leakage and fate of faecal pathogens in the environment 

 Alternative designs and services

 Culturally-appropriate interventions respect human dignity and rights

 Mitigating occupational exposures

 Links between sanitation, animals and their impact on human health

 Ecological effects

 Sanitation and gender 



 11 system factsheets 

covering applicability, 

design considerations 

and measures to 

protect public health

 Table comparing 

applicability of 

system in different 

contexts 



 COMING SOON

 Harmonized with 

Drinking water 

quality factsheets 

and the global 

water pathogens 

project (GWPP)



THANK YOU!



Panel Discussion 

Moderated by Yael Velleman, WHO 

Panelists:

o Peter Hawkins, expert consultant 
o Jan-Willem Rosenboom, BMGF 
o Antoinette Kome, SNV 
o Bruce Gordon, WHO 
o Robert Chambers, IDS

Distribution of copies of Guidelines to the audience

Q&A 

Next Steps and Closing





Next Steps 

• Launch October 2018
- final touches
- mobilizing partners

• Implementation from 2019
- through networks and with partners

• Supporting materials 
- additional details 
- context specific



THANK YOU!



WHO WASH Guidelines

Disposal

Reuse

Surface water
Groundwater

Use
Community 

disease 
burden

Sanitation and 
Health Guidelines

Guidelines for 
safe 

recreational 
environments

Guidelines for 
drinking-water quality

Guidelines for the 
safe use of 

wastewater, excreta, 
greywater

Slide: Susan Petterson



Old F–diagram



Transmission of excreta-related pathogens 



Health sector functions

• Contribution to sanitation sector 
coordination

• Health in sanitation policies

• Health protective norms and standards

• Health surveillance

• Health programme delivery

• Sanitation behaviour change

• Healthcare facilities

Bartram & Rehfuess 2010



Guidance covers: 

 Institutional and government responsibilities 
for sanitation behaviour change  

 Sanitation behaviours and determinants
 Changing behaviours: approaches, intervention 

design
 Monitoring and learning




